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	Please summarize the highlights of your pod meeting below: - Royce Sampson presented an overview of MUSC's work to expand clinical research in rural and under-served regions of South Carolina. 

- This effort, which predates the COVID-19 pandemic, was accelerated by the crisis and focused on community-driven expansion through satellite centers established via a Doris Duke Endowment grant.

- Participants discussed the difficulty of conducting feasibility assessments across a growing number of rural sites. 

- Limitations in EHR integration (e.g., lack of access to Epic) prevent use of tools like TriNetX early in the process. 

- Feasibility evaluations often rely on operational insight and informal feedback from clinic staff.

- Duke and MUSC both highlighted the challenge of balancing clinician research involvement with patient care duties, especially for non-faculty providers. Effort buy-down is often resisted due to loss of patient revenue. 

- MUSC has addressed this challenge by making research a priority at the system leadership level, recruiting providers attracted to the ability to conduct trials, and including clinical trial continuity in acquisition agreements.

- MUSC launched a pilot program in collaboration with South Carolina State University and local technical schools to build a workforce pipeline. 

- The program introduces clinical research as a career path to students in rural areas.

- Dr. Elizabeth Ofili shared slides from the latest CTSA Consortium Steering Committee meeting. 

- The Translational Science Impacts Working Group is seeking strategic input from POD members, particularly on ways to advance community-based research, influence sustainable funding models, and foster innovation across CTSAs aligned with NCATS goals.

- Morehouse School of Medicine's Georgia CTSA Admin Team was reintroduced to the group. 
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